‘ 
RR EE eS eR OR co A 


INTERR: 


WITHOUT INTERRACIAL JUSTICE SOCIAL JUSTICE WILL FAIL 


New Yerk, N. Y. 


JANUARY, 1950 


10 Cents 





Vol. 9 Ne. 7 
CHICAGO 
HERE H 


LITURGY FOR ALL “poe 


The St. Thomas More Society of the University of Chicago | T situation here these last | 
has come up with a plan of such importance that, they say, if! months. The cause—Negroes | 
it is followed by the Church, the “whole spiritual life of the | moving into white sections. It | 
parish will be strengthened.” is hard to beleive that so many | 

The St. Thomas More Society was organized by a number people fail to understand, 
of Third Order Dominicans at the University a few years ago. | simple Christian principles. It 
Its purpose is to provide a vehicle for weekly discussion and | is heart-breaking, as is all sin. 
group prayer by its members. | But only God can judge, we 

Several months ago it was suggested at a meeting that par-/cannot. Our part is to love 
ticipation in the liturgical life of the Church was not being the sinner—the drunkard, the 
fully enjoyed by great numbers of the laity. The reason| prostitute or the prejudiced 
seemed to be that daily Mass and Communion were either! bourgeois. Sins of the flesh 
very inconvenient or impossible for most, and that from only are clear-cut, known to be 
Sunday Mass many derive only Sunday religion. wrong, and preached against. 

The solution arrived at was “the institution of late after- Sins of the mind are more 
: (Continued on page 3) icomplex, less known as wrong, | 


‘Riots in 
South 
Africa 


By Virginia Rowland 


HE OUTBREAKS of vio- s 

lent rioting in Durban,|}ready been born to Herod, the king of the Jews. 
South Africa last January /in a palace, Christ was born in a stable. 
and the renewal of these riots 
this week should make us stop] P 
and think—what are 
causes of the intense hatreds 
between racial groups. in 
South Africa? The riots were| adored, 
started by Negroes against) and He is eminent. 


Indian shopkeepers. The In- . 
iat thealciapee and land-| fant and adored as God? 


tiles. 


FAILURE OF CONGRESS 


HE FIRST SESSION of the 8lst Congress failed to pass 
any Civil Rights legislation. At the time of the 1948 
national elections hope was high. But evidently most of the 
men we put in Congress were not civil rights minded. Then 
some who were, compromised for political expediency. Some 
compromised for what seemed to them the greater good of 
getting some kind of a welfare measure through. 
Congress failed to establish the Fair Employment Practice 
Act. Congress failed to outlaw lynching. Congress failed to 
prohibit segregation in housing or armed services. The Senate 


failed to abolish the poll tax. 
The Senate failed to broaden 


its rules to end filibusters. 


The Senate failed to change 


Social Security Law to cover domestic and farm workers. 

The Senate failed to prohibit segregation in Federal Aid to 

Education. The House failed to pass Federal Aid to Education. 
(Continued on page 6) 





HOMILY OF ST. FULGENTIUS 


ON THE OCTAVE OF THE EPIPHANY .. . God Himself, who in the Old 
Law commanded the first-fruits to be offered to Him, having been born as 
man consecrated unto His service the first-fruits of the nations. Of the Jews, 
shepherds were the first-fruits; the Magi became the first-fruits of the Gen- 
The former were brought thither from near-by, the latter from afar 
off. Where is He, they inquire, who is born King of the Jews? Sons had al- 
Archelaus had been born 
When Archelaus was born he was 
laced in a golden bed; Christ, however, when born was put in a very nar- 
the}row manger. And yet he who was born in the stable was sought for; the one 
was not so much as named by the Magi, the Other when found was humbly 
Who is this Kings of Jews: He is poor and He is rich; He is lowly 
Who is this King of the Jews who is carried as an In- 
In the manger He is tiny, in the Heavens im- 


lords, along with the whites,/ mense; in tatters He is of trifling value, but He is greatest wealth among 


é exploited the natives * 
Be aces ann singled out for Why is it that you are so wrought up, 


retribution. To study the deep} who has just been born has not come to conquer 


roots of a serious problem, let z . ’ a . 
led Indic bt. See? Gialiasios. drously to bring all under his yoke by dying. 


the stars. 


The problem of the Negroes be your successor, but that the world may believe firmly in Him. 


O Herod? This King 


kings in battle, but won- 


Neither has He been born to 


He has 


of South Africa is not the not come to fight when alive, but when slain to triumph. 


roblem of a racial minority. 
There are eight million Ne- 
groes and two million whites which accuses the Kaffirs of;and often not preached 
in South Africa. Thus we see!apathy, has forced them to against. In our desire to make 
not a suppressed minority but work for a wage below sub-|them known we cannot leave 
a majority subdued by arms, sistence level, to live in — love. May we understand 
then by law—in the Negroes and to raise uneducated un-|that we may help them to un-| 
of South Africa. Let iz call+schooled children. Not being | derstand. The trouble has) 
them by the name they are content to make generaliza-|\caused much comment, and, 
called in their native land,’ tions, I will support these ac-| wonderfully, some construc- 
Kaffirs. cusations with facts. tive action. 

White settlers have little) The government Commit-| Archbishop Lucey of Texas 
idealism towards the Kaffirs. tee on Health and Economic ©" Segregation: 
They have denied him the Conditions of Urban Natives; “Segregation is a sin against 
benefits of a civilization they reported that natives need $32 | Charity but it is also a sin 
built with his labor. They a month to live decently (the | @gainst justice. It denies to) 
have crushed the Kaffir with lowest standard of living).|Cettain minority groups the 
legislation which makes it Natives earn one-half that exercise of their rights. It 1s 
impossible for him to improve amount. The average pay is| based on the idea of inequality 
himself by voting or by seek- about $18 or $20 a month,|@"d this assumption is false 
ing a better job. South African | Only 30% of the children go | and unjust.” 
whites have the attitude to school at all and most of| oe Reet oat i. 
“keep the Kaffir down as long those only receive a few years’|., 18 it not Catholic doctrine | 
as possible.” schooling from underpaid un-| that when a brother is = 

‘ 'dertrained teachers, using out-| 
ge a hee Soe moded ancient textbooks. The) 
The native reserves “(like ournative children are tested 
Indian reservations in Amer- With IQ tests based on Eu- 
ica) are deliberately kept pov- TP€an ways of living and en- 
erty stricken—so the poor na- ee and when they do 
tive must leave his family on P0°'ly are told they have a 
the reserve and seek work in ower IQ than whites. 
the mines or towns, These ’ 
laborers are paid dirt wages UT IN SPITE of overwork, 
and live in vile, filthy slums. | bad housing, desperate 

The Native Affairs Commis-| Conditions, the Kaffirs have 
sion of South Africa had the an astounding vitality, capac-| 
gall to publish a report in| ity for work, will to learn and | 
which it accused the natives | Power to survive. Their zest) 
of laziness in the words “tribal|for life amid their restric-| 
apathy.” This government, (Continued on page 3) 






ALL NATIONS THAT 
THOU HAS MADE, . 
SHALL COME | 


AND ADORE BEFORE .} 


| 
| 


! 





cluded, rejected, segregated, it 
is Christ Who is insulted and 
humiliated?” 

—At a meeting of Catholic 

women in San Antonio. 

Jack McCarthy, a young 
man of Peoria Street, writes 
under a pen-name: 

There on the street ahead of 


/me, on quiet, peaceful Peoria 


Street, I saw a crowd of about 
30 or 40 people. At first it look- 
ed like a party breaking up. 
People giggled and laughed, 
as if they were having a good 
time. 

But they weren’t going 
home. They were milling 
around, looking and pointing 
at a house where the shades 
were drawn. : 

LS * bd 

Minutes later two policemen 
came up, and after a while 
longer there were three, may- 
be four more. They stood 
around the entrance of the 
house. Then about eight per- 
sons, three of them Negroes, 
came out of the front door, 
and drove away while the 
crowd shouted and jeered. 

That was the first night. The 
crowd broke up not too long 


after one o’clock in the morn- 
THEE, ‘ing, and I went home think-— 
\ing that everything had quiet- 


0, LORD ed down for keeps. 


I came back each one of the | 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Martyr — 
In China 


By Elio Gasperetti 


‘THE NIE BROTHERS were 

great favorities With every 
one in their home town, a 
little village in-the northern 
sector of the vicariate of Sien 
Shien. Paul was seventy-four 
years old; John two years his 
junior. They were Catholics, 
honest and highly respected 
—all in all, a pair of charming 
old gentlemen. 

Would our sources could 
tell us more. When did they 
become Christians? What was 
their occupation? Would any- 
thing in their past life reveal 
a pertinent difference in their 
characters? One thing we do 
know—it was Paul, and only 
Paul, who carried the name 
“Tshong-Sin” “True Heart.” 


But for the fact that, one 
day in 1900, a party of Boxers 
appeared in the district, they 
might have gone into a peace- 
ful obscurity, remembered 
and mourned only by a small 
circle of friends. But that day 
marked them out forever. 

The presence of the nation- 
alists meant death to Chris- 
tians. Paul and John made an 
emergency decision — to take 
to the fields and stay put till 
the danger was over. It would 
only be a little while—or so 
they thought. 


T WAS no easy chore, lying 

on the bare ground without 
a roof over their heads. They 
were no longer young enough 
not to notice that it got cold 
at night. -Nor was it long 
before the little food supply 
they had was dissipated. But, 
like good Samaritans, some of 
their kindly pagan friends 
came to their aid with what 
grains of rice and cups of 
water they could-spirit away 
unobserved. 

The brothers had _ under- 
estimated the perseverance of 
their pursuers. As the days 


dragged on into a week, the 


Boxers were leaving no stone 
unturned in their quest, and 
their diligence did not go un- 
rewarded. They soon spied 
out and pounced upon their 
prey — two very weak and 
frightened old men, who had 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Platform of the 
Catholic Interracialist 


WE BELIEVE in the sublime doctrine of the Mystical 
3 Body of Christ—for He is the Mystical 
Vine and we are the branches. He is 

the Head and we the members. 

WE BELIEVE that the fruit of the Incarnation and 
the Redemption is the Brotherhood of 
Man under the Fatherhood of God. 
that we are our brother’s keeper and 
have a personal responsibility, there- 
fore, before God, for the welfare of that 
brother in Christ and this embraces all 
men, irrespective of Race, Nationality or 
Color ... for Christ died for ALL man- 
kind. 

WE BELIEVE that a lasting social order and peace will 
be achieved only by a Christian Social 
Order based on Christian Social Justice 
which includes Interracial Justice. 


Editor, Jan., 1950. 


All Nations Shall Adore 


“Rejoice in the Lord, my dearly beloved brethren; 
again I say rejoice. For it is but a few days since the 
solemnity of the birth of Christ, and the world is al- 
ready illumined by the feast of His manifestation. On 
this feast day the world acknowledges Him...” The 
Epiphany. There is mystery in it as there is in the 
whole of Christ’s Incarnation, for God’s ways are not 


WE BELIEVE 





our ways. Yet we must ponder—why did Infinite Wis-| 
dom moved three Kings from the East to go to Bethle-| 


hem? # 

It was from David’s lineage that Christ sprang. The 
Root of Jesse—The Promised One of Israel—The Mas- 
siah—Saviour of the Chosen Race. Yet Divine Wis- 
dom, disposing all things rightly, gave Him at His 
Epiphany to all nations. “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with 
His People.” 

The First Coming was hidden, humble, bringing 
mercy.* He gave Himself but He was not recognized. 
The Epiphany was God’s way of telling us that the In- 
carnation was for all people. Without understanding 
this we will fail to comprehend the Second Coming of 
Christ and we will fail to work toward its realization. 
Christ promised His Apostles that He would come a 
Second Time. His Second Coming will be open, glori- 
ous, bringing justice. “...And then they shall see the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud with great power and 
majesty.” It will be His triumph. But it will take place 


only when His First Coming has been made manifest | 


to all people. The Epiphany explains this. 

For generations before it happened, the Jews had 
known from God about the First Coming. They knew 
the details of it, but when He came they failed to recog- 
nize Him. God has revealed to us the fact of His Sec- 
ond Coming and on what it depends. “... Receive one 
another, even as Christ has received you...” ~ 

The Apostles and early Christians understood these 
things. “They declared the works of the Lord. And 
understood His doings.” Their zeal carried them to all 
people and they were all things to all men. St. Paul 
says, “Brethren: you are now no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but you are citizens with the saints and 
members of God’s household: you are built upon the 
foundation of the- Apostles and prophets with Christ 
Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone.” These were 
words for those who had received Christ from the 
Apostles and who were to continue their work to make 
Him manifest. 


It was to Europe that Christ gave the seed. Western| 
Civilization had Christianity as its dynamism. It! 


grasped the portent of Christ’s redemption and devel- 
oped a way of life filled with that wisdom. But civiliza- 
tion with all its benefits is subordinate to the Plan of 
God. His plan to become incarnate in humanity, to 
bring mercy and redemption to all men and to come in 
glory with all those men who have accepted Him. 
Nothing else matters. A full understanding of this 
would eliminate any taint of “white superiority” from 
that civilization. 











| 
Negro Press Comments 


66] PREDICT THAT South 
Africa will be the first} In keen terms, Cardinal Su- 


to be out of the United Na-| hard has written: “Take care, 


tions. It will either be tossed | j¢ js not with a Christmas 
‘out or it will slink out of itself 2 d ; 
like another Judas Iscariot. |P@°kage that you reassure 

your conscience...that the 


The other nations, it is true, ; , 
have their faults, greater or social question is solved. 
less, but none of them descend Charity is fine when it is a 
to such barefaced exploitation, | testimony of love. 
torture, murder and_land- 
thieving of an unarmed, but 
brave people, as South Africa, 
which is now under Malan 
domination. 

Imagine a Ku Klux Klan far 
more greedy and ruthless than 
that of. Reconstruction and 
you'll begin to get an idea of : 
what most South African Ne- Security set-up, was urged by 
groes are undergoing. It had the Catholic Committee of the 
always been bad. I say this ‘South last week. “Most of our 
as one who has been reading | region’s underpaid workers 
the Government reports for Near Mor } 
years, especially after revolts, | “”6 ; ig vrs oe e 

million Negro domestics and 


but to find anything resem- 
bling what’s now going on farm workers are deprived of 
there one must. go back to 
‘when the minions of Leopold 
of Belgium used to chop off 
the hands of Congo natives 
when they didn’t bring in 
enough rubber. If this bestial 
Government is permitted to 
remain in the UN, the latter 
is going to lose the respect of 
an outraged humanity the} 
world over.” 

J. A. Rogers, 

Pittsburgh Courrier. 


‘when it wishes to dispense 
with Justice.” 





Social Security for more 
than a million Negro domes- 
tics and farm workers, now 


by-passed in the federal social 


the Rev. Maurice Shean, C.O., 
Rock Hill, S. C., the newly ap- 
pointed chairman of the In- 
dustry department of the 
Catholic Committee of the 
South. 





The Pope of Peace, His 
Holiness Pius XII gives us 
this message of encourage- 
ment: “Since the noble flame 
6¢°P.HE TIMES ARE few of fraternal spirit, which the 
Mice: _and far between when | jyminous and radiating torch 

ississippi can be favorably | 
heard from on the matter of ;°f Leo XIII relighted in the 
race relations. The shadows |/earts of your fathers, half a 
of Bilbo hang about Sodom | 
and Gomorroh of ancient days. | 
Now comes the highly dra- 
matic news that a little bank- | 
rupt school, Jefferson Military 
College, has refused $50,000,- | 
000 rather than accept the do- 
nor’s dictum to teach the falla- 
cious doctrines of white su- 
premacy. If anything were) 
needed to prove the world is 
getting better we have it in 
this historic refusal. When the | 
honorable trustees of Jeffer- | 
son refused $50,000,000 in approval, and no group ever 
the hour of extremity, it is will do it. 
sufficient proof that principle! The proof of this was seen 
stands pretty high on their just a few years ago when the 
schedule of values. highly-trained and cultured 

If this can be done in Missis- Germans took the course nat- 
sippi it can be done anywhere, Ural to the selfish and set 
for long have Mississippi and themselves up as dictators to 
Georgia been known or looked \all others. Somehow or other, 
upon as the Galilee of the | the Creator make men in such 


South or the Nazareth thereof, | fashion that respect for oth- 


sacred rites, adulteries in 


‘But Georgia refuses to vote €’S_is_ essential to respect for 


Dixiecratic and now Mississip- jself. Prejudice is just another 
pi gives this 20th century ‘word for selfishness and the 
something new. When Jeffer- ore cowardly manifestation 
son College refuses to bend \f it. The Germans said, “We 
the knee to the Ball of the dol- |@ve the rightful leaders of the 
lar, it becomes a blessing to all World.” They set out to estab- 
‘mankind, Jefferson College|!ish mastery for the white 
could well close its doors, for |Tace- The prejudiced look 
in its refusal of a stinking for-|40wn their nose at people who 
tune, it sets an example of ae different and pretend to 
righteousness that is beyond |believe that God made them 

inferior, with proof all around 


compare. Jefferson becomes a | 

benefactor of mankind. Jef-|them that men are brothers, 
ferson College has immortal- 20t only in blood, but in capa- 
ized itself and whether it lives , Pilities. 

or dies its place in history has 
been made secure. The little | - 


struggling bankrupt college | 130 
with money to spurn.” | Vet. 9 B= 


Kansas City Call. 








Louisville Leader. 


(66 EHRU, PRIME MINIS- 
TER of India and one 
|Of the two.or three men whose 
| voice is heard around the 
‘world, made a radio address 
‘last week in which he told| 
whites that they must either | 


34 WEST 135TH STREET 





| 


It is evil) 


social security benefits,” said, 


January, 1950 


MARGARET BEVINS. ..ccccccccceses 
ANNE POLY ciao csivcccvecscicececes 
REV. EDWARD DUGAN. ..ccccceree 
CARL MERSCHEL, voces cccscccccses 

A Member of the Catholic Press Association 


The Church Speaks 


century has passed; do not let 
it lack fuel, do not permit it, 
illuminating with its last 
sparks your commemorative 
homage, to die, extinguished 
by a lazy, fearful, and egotis- 
tic indifference to the needs of 
the poorest of your brothers 
or be lost in the whirlpool of 
dust and mud sent forth by 
the anti-Christian or non- 
Christian spirit. Nourish this 
flame, brighten it, elevate it, 
increase it, carry it every- 
where where you find the 
groaning of the oppressed, the 
complaint of misery, the cry 
of suffering; ever rekindle it 
with the ardors of love drawn 
from the.heart of the Re- 
deemer. 

“Go to this divine Heart, 
tender and humble, refuge of 
all those who seek comfort in 
fatigue and under the burden 
of labor; it is the Heart of 
Him who for every pure and 
sincere word accomplished in 
His name and according to His 
spirit in favor of those who 
suffer, who are afflicted, aban- 
doned by the world and disin-~ 
herited of all goods, has prom- 
ised the recompense of Eter- 
nal Beatitute; be blessed of 
my Father. What you have 
done for the least of my 
brethren it is to me that you 
have done it.” 


We are entering upon the history of a period rich in 
disasters, gloomy with wars, rent with seditions and sav- 
age in its very hours of peace—there was defilement of 


high places, the sea was 


crowded with exiles, island rocks drenched with murder 


... all was one delirium of hate and terror; slaves were 
bribed to betray their masters, freedmen their patrons. 
He who had no enemy was destroyed by his friend. 


Tacitus on the disintegration of Rome. 





JUST FACTS 


Praise... 

North Carolina Baptists at 
their 119th annual meeting 
here submitted a report to 
the convention outlining the 


principles “which we as 
Christians and churches 
should recognize, respect, 
teach and act upon in the 
field of race and minority 
group relations.” Pointing to 


the action of the Catholie 
Committee of the South in 
urging Catholics to take the 
leadership in eliminating the 
segregated school system, the 
report said the Catholic group 
was applying Christian prin- 
ciples to the problems of the 
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LITURGY FOR ALL 


(Continued from page 1) 


noon and evening celebration of the Mass and a change in the 
present fasting laws to permit daily reception of Christ’s 
Body.” : 

It was thought that this conclusion was justified by “the 
success of novenas and other evening devotions and the ex- 
perience of both clergy and laity who testify from their mili- 
tary experience that not only was no disrespect shown toward 
the Blessed Sacrament because of the changed fasting laws, 
but that the spiritual life of great numbers was intensified.” 

What remains now is application of the plan on the Dio- 
cesan level. The implementation of this sort of idea must be 
done by the Bishops. If permission from Rome is requested, 

‘ it will surely be granted as it was in Europe recently. 

It might be a good idea if we all buttonholed a few of our 
parish priests, leaders of parish organizations, etc., and con- 
vinced them that many really want and need evening Masses. 
A more general participation in the liturgy can only result in 
an increased cognizance by the laity of the individual’s duties 
as a member of Christ’s Body. 





Philip H. C. McIntyre. 


Riots in South Africa 
(Continued from page 1) 


tions worries the white men.;So he bars him from good 
It is the quality of the natives, jobs, from education, wastes 
not their numerical superior- human material, stifles de- 
ity that worries the whites. sires for better things and con- 
The white man in South demns to poverty. Whites will 
Africa is facing two ways. He | S00n realize that while three- 
is living a lie. On one hand quarters of the people are 
he says the natives are infe-|Slaves, one-quarter are not 
rior, on the other hand he is really free. 
afraid to compete with him.' The recent war showed the 


—_ 


A contrite 
and humble teart, 


Orda, 


a Words teen Ged 


The following quotations are excerpts from THE SPIRIT- 
UAL LEGACY OF SISTER MARY OF THE HOLY TRINITY, | 
a book of meditations of a convert, Poor Clare, who died in| 
Jerusalem on June 2%, 1942. “The spiritual Notes of this holy 
nun who enjoyed divine communications,” wrote His Emi- 
nence Cardinal Tappouni in a letter of recommendation which 
is printed in the book, “raise us at times to the loftiest heights 
of Christian mysticism.” THE SPIRITUAL LEGACY OF 
SISTER MARY OF THE HOLY TRINITY is being published 
in English by the Newman Press in January. 

“Yes, write what I tell you. Write for souls and for Me. 1) 
shall use you to attract many souls to My Church. I await| 
many others like yourself in My Church, in My House.” 

“Each soul has her own mission—special to herself; she) 
must be helped to fulfill it, and to use the unknown reserves | 
of love and generosity that God hides in each soul.” 

“I speak to each soul. I attract a'l souls to Myself. I invite 
them. ... Each one has her place in My Heart. Each one is 
loved* for something unique that I have given her. Each soul 


| 


is a matchless treasure to Me. I await each one to confide her|age which had greeted the stu- | zs 7 
‘dents’ arrival three days be- | of it thus instead of 


I cherish each soul with a tenderness of which your human fore, left no doubt as to Nor- | $ as a desire to be. 
+ 


special mission to her and the secrets My love keeps for her. 


love has no conception. They must be loved for My sake.) wegian interest in this hith- 
Strive to make it known to all whom I put in your path.” lerto unexplored field of inter- 


“There is not a single soul to whom I do not appeal, and to national cultural exchange. 


whom I do not respond in one way or another. My love is! 


ceaselessly inviting them in the way that is most favorable to| drama critics of the half-dozen 
| capital 
“Your destiny is in your own hands, and so is that of your this opening guest perform- 
ance by a group of American 
university students a fascinat- 
ing and ground-breaking proj- 
ect. 


each.” 


brothers, because you are all brothers, wnited and dependent 
on one another through the Holy Spirit.” 
“I wish every soul to know that she has a greater motive for | 





living than herself, one outside herself: to take part in the| 
establishment of My Kingdom—and that her taking her part 
is necessary to Me in order that My creation may achieve the | 
fullness of tts destiny. I wish that each soul could establish 
this Kingdom within herself, and that, in the light which 
order and silence bring, she would discover that I am there 
in the core of her heart, waiting for her, ready to converse 
with her.” 


that be her one object.” 
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Shou wilt not despise a 


Crown Prince Olay and Crown | 


'ment,” notes the Oslo “Arbei- 
\derbladet,” “but it was suc-| 
icessful 
|tions.” That the students had 
|been invited to Norway by the | 
| Norwegian 
that they were amateurs from | 
“I wish each soul to understand that I am awaiting her.\or ues's net ated ohare: ” Sx at ace ae 


That beyond this life a boundless love awaits her, and that | before a critical audience in | five-day Oslo appearance were 
she must hasten... must purify herself to meet love, and let|the author’s 
brought no 

“It is impossible for you to know the value and the virtue|from the press. Their evalua-|sent an extra show on Sunday, | 
of others, but you will never have too great a respect for souls,|tion was based on the theatri-|September~ 18, only a few) 
because I have redeemed them all at the price of My Blood.” ‘cal merits of the presentation. |hours before their scheduled! 









nas ey Ges Te ee ee eee 
will come into their own. The 
whites will not be overlords | Our Bookshelf 
forever. Enlightment is on its | 
| way for the natives. It is not | 
up to the white men any long-/ tH PRESENCE OF MARY, |nal action. In the fullest sense 
jer to decide whether or not it) py Francis Charmot, S. J. |She is the queen and mother 
will happen but how it will! Translated by Sister Mary of Catholic Action, for “she 
happen. Progressive legisla-| Agnese, Sisters of Provi- is in the forefront of the battle 
as pr nae a oe are | dence. | aoeies evil, in the midst of all 
afraid of being swamped, let "-(}HE LAY APOSTLE is| sent coe oor 
him open South Africa to often bogged down in the} a 
oe — eee It 2 temporal works at hand with | a Eee eae toes 
to ss $0 SA. Parhawe that fo which he is overwhelmed,  ellimteilanad e chat ‘the 
| part of the solution. Habits the moment the whole star- cause of all human difficulties 
of thinking and attitudes to- tling idea of Christ in his and ills—Satan. As a teacher 
‘neighbor starts being real to she fashions soldiers of Christ, 
meEKK: Jee The urgency of the and at the same time moulds 
. ali wees: hat i i i 
Faith does not ‘arise | present, the need for action, Which is the first essential of 
||| So much from being | and ~ prgeacage . many \the lay apostle. As a model, 
‘ ° _ |} aroun im are stark pres- entirely human as ourselves, 
| ea something as 1 sures which can vitiate his | she can give us lessons in self- 
much as 
something. 


being for) energies. Unless he builds a forgetfullness, in humility, in 
co-operation, in reverence for 
| LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ 
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firm foundation of daily fe authority; in all those many 
in Christ—which, in its full-| virtues ‘which are our only 
| ness, must include Mary. For | yea) tools in “restoring the 
| a real’help in the building, the world in Christ.” 
|wards the natives must be | Fides publication The Pres-| Father Charmot divides his 
changed. The present atti-| ence of Mary” can be highly book into two main parts. In 
‘tude is that there is a choice Tecommended to the novice, | the first he shows how Marv’s 
‘between a backward black 4S well as to the matured lay spirituality is really a spirit- 
and prosperous white Africa apostle. luality of action; how her place 
‘or a backward white and pros-|__Mary’s role as mother of the | is real as head of all who are 
|perous Africa. ‘Human Christ is rarely for-| working in the world for 
That is not true. The choice 8°tten; devotion to her in this Christ. In the second part he 
is between a prosperous white Sense is real. And yet, with draws out the many lessons 
and black South Africa or a it there is often a failure to | we can gain from our Mother, 
backward white and black S,/Temember that she is also the as well as the real helps Mary 
A. If race riots such as took| Mother of the Mystical Body. | will give us in building a solid 
place in Durban are to be Through her, our mother, we interior life. Sister Mary 
eliminated, reforms must be|¢an avoid the pitfalls of the |Agnese and the Fides Pub- 
enacted quickly. Today the harshness and a certain ste- | lishers are to be thanked for 
natives attack the Indians|Tility which can often come translating and publishing a 
who exploit them, tomorrow | Without her. ibook of this caliber. It is 
they will attack the whites.| Mary’s position in the work worthy to become a real guide 
Pray God, Justice comes to of redemption was no passing to anyone trying to achieve 
the Kaffirs of South Africa be-| role. Her divine maternity sanctity. 
fore more violence occurs. |was the beginning of an eter- 


Drama 


Howard University Students Play Ibsen 


N TUESDAY EVENING, For a project intended to em-;departure for Copenhagen. 
September 13, twenty- phasize the universality of the Upon being informed that as 
one Negro students from How- drama—in this instance, Ib-|part of the program, the visit- 
ard University in Washington, sen—Oslo critics rewarded the ing students would be quar- 
D. C., faced their first Euro-| student players as exponents tered with private families, 
pean audience from the stage of good theatre, and not mere- Osloites had earlier come 
of Det Nye Teater in Oslo. /ly as interesting visitors from forth with ‘many more offers 
Present for their opening per- abroad. “This visit,” notes |for housing than were needed 
formance of Henrid Ibsen’s “Verdens Gang,” “provides —this despite a studegt hous- 
“The Wild Duck” in the great | proof positive that Howard ing shortage. 
dramatist’s homeland, was an University possesses a liter-| Following a ten-day appear- 
overflow audience headed by | |ance in Copenhagen, the How- 
‘ard Students will move on to 
Stockholm, returning to Nor- 
way for a tour of Trondheim, 
|Bergen, Stavanger and other 
‘cities in mid-Octover. During 
\a final week in Oslo in early 
\November, the group will 
‘open with Dubose and Dor- 
othy Hayward’s “Mamba’s 
\Daughters.” Present plans 
|will see the group off for the 
|American, Zone in Germany 
; aiid ‘following their Scandinavian 
jtour, where they will play for 
: ‘German audiences at the invi- 
ary, theatrical and general tation of the American Mili- 
cultural students milieu on a tary Government. It is under- 
plane which every university stood that The Netherlands is 
in gy 4 or oa cb sg Re also interested in the Howard 
envy...ihe extensive study group’s European circuit, and 
which must lie behind this! js jhventinavia prospects of 
production has resulted in Ib-| Bringing them to Holland in 
sen’s play being so naturally, '!late November. There will be 
correctly and reliably present- a chance to see the players 
ed that the results very near- perform in this country, as 
ly accord with the concepts they have been asked to play 
which Ibsen’s own homeland at the Catholic University 
has reached.” |playhouse on their return. : 


Betty Schneider 
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Princess Martha of Norway, | 
members of the Norwegian | 
Government, and a host of for- | 
eign ambassadors and diplo- | 
mats. Their presence, as well | 
as the extensive press cover- | 


The desire to have 
is deep in us; but it 
is really a misunder- 
standing if we think 


GERALD VANN O.P. 





No less enthusiastic were 


dailies who termed 


“It was a daring experi- 
beyond all expecta- 


Government, or 






There is a heavy responsi- 
bility on Christians to make 
their voice heard in this 
hour of darkness. 


CHRISTOPHER DAWSON 
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own country |sold out early in the week, and 
condescension | the players were asked to pre- 
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Washington Reporter 
By ELLEN REHKOPF 


DESPITE THE FACT that this report covers a period of 
less than three weeks, there has been no dearth of interesting 
activities at St. Peter Claver Center during this time. 

Our Thanksgiving dinner was a huge success thanks to the 
generosity and assistance of our good friends who graced our 
board. A handsome 15-pound turkey, suitably dressed for the 
occasion (“Deo gratias!” breathed the cook with a sigh of re- 
lief) was donated by Congressman Eugene McCarthy, With 
the aid of Hildegarde McKavitt and Virginia Sabotka it was 
stuffed and roasted and turned into a delectable one as well. 
The feast was topped off with delicious pies—pumpkin made 


by Hildegarde and mince-meat 
+ 


son. 
Advent 

We ushered in the holy sea- 

son of Advent in befitting 


manner with the blessing and 
lighting of our “Advent 
Wreath.” This is an old “folk” 
custom which lends itself to 
the liturgical spirit of the 
time. Our versatile volunteer, 
Matt Masle, made it of ever- 
green branches and candles 
representing the four Sun- 
days of Advent (3 white and 
1 pink). The whole was sus- 
pended from the ceiling by 4 
purple ribbons beautifully 
symbolizing the blend of pen- 
ance and joyous hope which 
marks our preparation for the 
twofold coming of Christ. 
Father Bernard Theall, O. S. 
B., guest speaker at our Com- 
munion Breakfast that morn- 
ing, blessed it and Beth Anne 
Cozzens, as the “youngest 
child of the family,” lighted 
the first candle. My turn came 
the following Sunday as the 
“oldest child”; Mary Houston, 
as “Mother” will light the 
pink candle on Gaudete Sun- 
day, leaving the fourth and 
last one for the “Father of the 
family.” (Whom we know 
not it will be and which fact 
reminds us to pray for a male 
staff worker!) The appropri- 
ateness of the “Mother” light- 
ing the Gaudete candle struck 
me rather forcibly, for surely 
the “Mothers” of our various 
Friendship Houses have given 
heed in a special way to St. 
Paul’s admonition to “Be 
nothing solicitous.” 

Father Theall’s talk on the 
“Meaning of Advent” truly 
gave us greater insight inte 
and appreciation of the pro- 
found truths presented in the 
Advent liturgy and practical 
suggestions for personal appli- 
cation. However, his thoughts 
on the subject were particu- 
larly delightful because he 
relieved the profundity with 
interesting facts in a lighter 
vein, such as the English ex- 
pression for the Sundays of 
Advent as “Stir Up Sundays,” 
and his description of the 
monastic observance of the 
“OQ” Antiphons. The first ap- 
pearance of these antiphons in 
the Divine Office (December 
17) is the occasion for a joy- 
ous celebration at which the 
traditional refreshments pre- 
scribed included “oysters, rai- 
sins, almonds and _ beer!” 
(Father invited us to join him 
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donated by Catherine Clark-* 





in this celebration, adding a 

warning that in this country 

fruit cake and coffee substi- 

tute for this unique fare.) 
Talks 

Ted Foss, student at George- 
town Foreign Service School 
and loyal volunteer of S. P. C. 
C., spoke at our Monday night 
forum on his work with Cath- 
olic Study Groups in Wartime 
India and China and greatly 
edified us by the sincerity and 
enthusiastic zeal displayed by 
him in his work—(and which 
he still retains to the glory of 
God and the benefit of S. P. 
c. C4) 

Eleanor O’Connor, whose 
claim to fame is that she was 
one of the first members of 
the Washington Catholic Evi- 
dence Guild, is now the 
charming wife of our great 
and good friend, the distin- 
guished Dr. John J. O'Connor, 
and is herself the mother of a 
model Criistian family, was 
guest speaker last Monday. As 
an antidote to the discourag- 
ing difficulties facing those 
who enter into the state of 
matrimony, she proffered 
hope for the resurgence of 
Christian family life— hope 
based on the marvelous graces 
extended by Mother Church 
in the Holy Sacrifice, the Sac- 
raments and the Liturgy. Her 
talk was both inspiring and 
amusing. 

Children’s Program 

We are happy to report that 
our children’s program has 
gotten off to a fine start under 
the able direction of Jean 
Lang and her committee of 
volunteers. A kindly neigh- 
bor has given us the use of 
his basement for a children’s 
club and the’ kindergarten 
class of Sacred Heart paro- 
chial school has donated paint 
and furniture, while others 
have contributed materials 
and their time and talents— 
so that now we have a lively 
session every Saturday at our 
cozy little “Clubhouse” with 
its cheerful yellow walls and 
gayly painted furniture. 

Our volunteer meetings are 
quite lively too, now that we 
follow our gospel and liturgi- 
cal inquiries with the practice 
of Christmas carols. We hope 
to really rouse the people of 
this fair city with our inter- 
racial carolling! 

Before closing this column, 
I would like to make an ap- 
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Harlem 
Reporter 


CHRISTMAS time at 
Friendship House is most 
wonderful, quickly passing, 
and exhausting. A restful in- 
terlude was the day of recol- 
lection with. Father Gerard 
Murphy, S. J., at the convent 
of the Helpers of the Holy 
Souls. We ate at the Automat 
and a cafeteria nearby. All 
the conferences were held in 
the lovely chapel and there 
was was an excellent library 
for spiritual reading. There 
were many things we could 
have done at Friendship 
House but the most important 
thing is to realize why we're 
doing them and how we can 
serve Christ better. 

One of the most encourag- 
ing things that happened was 
the party supper which the 
teenagers gave for the staff. 
They made the clubroom very 
cheerful with red and green 
candles on each table and a 
colorful lollypop centrepiece. 
The soft green walls with 
their life-sized figures of teen- 
agers engaged in different ac- 
tivities were very charming. 
Betty Bryson of Manhattan- 
ville did them. Mrs. Woods, 
Mrs. Jervey and Clarence 
Wynn did the cooking. Teen- 
age girls served. Gerard Kauf- 
man and Poole, club director 
and_ president respectively, 
did the dishes. The cheers 
and speeches of thanks from 
the staff were heartfelt. 

Parties for children of all 
ages were very gay. For the 
Tiny Tots the New Rochelle 
seniors came down in person 
with toys, warm clothing, and 
refreshments. The girls put 
on an entertainment which 
the children enjoyed tremen- 
dously. Some Legionnaires of 
Mary put on a fine party for 
the “middle-aged” children 
(between 10 and 15). Teen- 
agers had a more dignified af- 
fair when they received their 
Friendship House jackets and 
sweaters for which they have 
been working and saving a 
long time with Friendship 
House giving the balance as a 
Christmas present. 

Sister Auxilia and some of 
her girls decorated the library 
window. They’re great work- 
ers. They bought the Christ- 
mas tree and its trimmings 
and made it really shine with 
its star on top. Then they put 
in the creche. It was unlitur- 
gically early but with people 
tearing around furiously for 
Christmas there should be one 


peal to all residents of the 
District and vicinity for dona- 
tions of men’s clothing, par- 
ticularly overcoats and trous- 
ers. Winter is upon us and if 
we can’t realize it ourselves 
the needy who resort to us 
make it very evident with 
their eloquent though silent 
testimony to Christ’s words, 
‘I’ was naked and you covered 


” 


would 
see what should be the Rea- 


window where they 
son. Betty Bryson did a 
lovely sign, “This day you 
shall know that the Lord will 
come, and save us, and in the 
morning you shall see His 
glory.” Many people stopped 
and looked closely at the 
creche and many were especi- 
ally pleased to see the colored 
king in all his splendor. 
Mothers stopped and ex- 
plained it to their children, 
Bringing Christ to the mar- 
ket place may mean a show 
window today. 

Several groups helped us 
make Christmas more -pleas- 
ant for our poorer neighbors 
by bringing us food, clothing 
and checks. The Catholic War 
Veterans’ group which meets 
in our library was very gener- 
ous and wrote a most encour- 
aging letter. The downtown 
Fordham Interracial Club un- 
der Mr. Sullivan’s leadership 
is growing strongly. They 
came out to a Friendship 
House lecture at ten o’clock at 
night and brought food, cloth- 








ing, and money. Our Girl 
Scouts under Miss Elvira Rob- 
inson gave the proceeds of 
their Epiphany party. Many 
of the groups where Muriel 
Zimmerman or other Friend- 
ship House workers have 
spoken have sent fine collec- 
tions. Francis Zimmermann, 
Muriel’s brother, gave us a 
most generous check for our 
Christmas dinner for the 
homeless. 

Beautiful Christmas cards 
from our friends everywhere 
were pleasant reminders that 
the leaven of interracial jus- 
tice is spreading throughout 
the country. May it soon raise 
that hearts of all in our poor 
country to the charity of 
Christ toward all men as 
members of His Mystical 
Body! Then that peace will 
come which has been prom- 
ised to men of good will. 


Offers 

Interracial Membership . . . 

A Negro fraternal order has 
announced that on Jan. 1 the 
facilities of their new club 
rooms will be available to 
both Negro and white youth. 
Council 106, Knights of Saint 
Peter Claver of Rochester, 
New York, have acquired a 
hall and meeting rooms for 
dinners, dances, and parties, 
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LETTER TO THE AMERICANS 
By GEORGES. BERNANOS 


You have enough gold in your underground vaults, 
quilted with steel, to make endure for a century or two 
a bastard Society, which can be called neither 
nor pagan, and which, like all beings without ancestry 
or breeding, possesses an enormous capacity for resist- 
ance, the vitality of an alley cat. And what is more, this 
society will not die, in the precise meaning of the term. 
| It will not decay, like the old pagan Society, which, after 
| the fashion of seed in the earth, rotted only to sprout in 
new life. Its technical perfection is quite likely to keep 
your society going indefinitely, to keep it going at the 
expense of peoples and then of individuals, whose sub- 
stance it will suck dry before itself becoming petrified. 
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Talk Given by His Excellency, E 


Sheil, at Friendshi 


p-House 


on December 4, | 


Mr. Chairman, Betty and 
members of the staff, and you" 
my friends: These anniversa. 
ries come around very quick- 
ly, but they are always pleas. 
ant because they renew many 
memories and bring back 
many scenes of sweetness and 
kindness and understanding, 
When one has the oppor- 
tunity of renewing these 
things, it certainly stimulates 
and strengthens one in their 
convictions that certain ends, 
are extremely worthwhile for 
all Americans. 

God created us to know 
Him, to love Him and to serve 
Him in this world, and to be 
happy with Him forever in 
the next. He created us to 
know Him and to serve Him, 
and He placed His own divine 
image upon us in order thet 
we might have a participation 
in the divine life. That is an 
amazing truth. It is a profound 








hristian 
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and stimulating truth. It is 
a truth that encourages, ener- 
gizes and helps. It is a truth’ 
that has a profound hope at- 
tached to it, the hope of eter- 
nal salavation. ; ; 

It is a peculiar thing, but 
life has become kind of mixed 
up in these days of propagan- 
da, in these days when certain 
forces are striving to capture 
the minds of people for good 
or for evil. We know that free- 
dom is the most precious thing 
God has given us—that He 
made us in His image and- 
likeness, with freedom of 
choice. He gave us the respon- 
sibility to attain what is good 
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here on this earth so that we 
‘might attain eternal life. Free- 
dom is something that every 
right human being, must con- 
stantly fight for because it is 
the only way in which we can 
continue to enjoy life. 


There are other elements 
and forces that would like to 
destroy that freedom: ele- 
ments of intolerance, elements 
that create misunderstanding, 
elements that think the evolu- 
tion of things doesn’t go on 
day by day. Where liberty is 
curtailed in one instance, it is 
curtailed in every instance. 
Discrimination and segrega- 
tion certainly do not belong 
where liberty implies a sense 
of obligation and duty. 


They can ever go hand in 
hend. Nor can people be con- 
tained in any certain area. 
That is contrary to every dem- 
ocratic principle or truth. The 
colored people can never be 
contained within the confines 
of the South Side. 
things have been accom- 
plished in the past three years 
to help break down racial 
prejudice. People have a right 
to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. The Constitution 
and the Declaration of Inde- 


, pendence confirm that. 


There is a constant hope 
that people will become better 
educated and will understand 


* What it means to live in a com- 


munity where everyone loves 
one another. Do you remember 
the mark that was brought 
out in the histories about the 
early Christians? The thing 
that the pagans always said 
about the early Christians 
was: “See how they love one 
another.” It wasn’t only a 
passing remark, something 
without any meaning. That is 
what we have to understand. 
In the various neighborhoods 
where there have been diffi- 
culties, it has been because we 
failed to understand what love 
must be, and what it stands 
for. But that should only 
make us realize all the better 
the necessity of a greater 
Spirit, and a greater unity—to 
strive to create a bond of love, 
one for another. 


_Simply because there have 
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and a difficult fight. 


been difficulties, there is no 
reason for hate. There is only 
reason for greater charity, un- 
derstanding and a tremendous 
period of prayer; so that those 
who have opposed and cur- 
tailed the fullness of liberty 
might—through the grace of 
God—be made to understand 
about their brothers and sis- 
ters, and to have in their lives 
the fulfillment of what God 
intended—to know that the 
Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution of the 
United States surround and 
protect all these things. 


If there was ever a time 
when we needed a sense of 
prayer, it is today. Prayer that 
we might have the light to see 
more clearly and understand 
better the terrific conflicts of 
one class against another 
which are going on all the 
time. We must unite in fight- 
ing for a sense of justice...a 
justice which belongs to the 
entire world. 


We must begin by having 
this understanding and love 
in the minds and hearts of the 
people who are here. Let us 
make 1950 a greater year than 
we have ever known—a year 
that will bring a keener un- 
derstanding, a deeper faith in 
one another, and deeper love 
for all the things that we are 
so fortunate to have so that 
we may know God, love God 
and serve Him in this world 
and be happy with Him for- 
ever in the next. 

We have had a long fight 
It goes 
back many years, and yet it 
has been eminently worth- 
while. It has brought great 
consolation and great happi- 
ness. We will continue to fight. 
God bless you. 
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Chicago Reporter 
By BETTY SCHNEIDER 


F YOU HAD ASKED any of us what we wanted “the 
night before Christmas,” I’m sure we’d have answered 
“sleep.” When the wonderful eve of Christ’s birth finally 
arrived, we’d been having Christmas for a full week. But 
it was not the kind of Christmas one seems to find on State 
Street, nor was it comparable to the holiday pictures in the 


shiny women’s magazines. 


Somehow, we tried to make our festivities the overflow of 
the season of anticipation we had begun with the First 
Sunday of Advent. Our Advent wreath hung from the ceiling 
in the green and red kitchen, a reminder that Christ was 
to again come into the world as a little baby. The array of 
beautifully colored packages, we received, were enhanced 
by the warmth and generosity with which they came, the 
infinite care with which they were wrapped and labeled, 
and I think maybe by the fact that a good share of the 
children to whom they were going, would not accept them 
as just another gift. They were much more important. 


Children’s Parties 

For each of the four chil- 
dren’s parties, we tried to give 
the story of Christmas as it 
really is. Through some of 
our kind friends, we were able 
to get the movie, “Christ is 
Born.” On Parent’s Party 
Night, the children presented 
“The Joyful Hour,” an adapta- 
tion of Fr. Peyton’s radio 
story of the joyful mysteries. 
The St. Mel’s High School 
boys gave a real Xmas party 
and program for the eleven, 
twelve and thirteen year olds. 
Gifts, canned goods for holi- 
day dinners, toys, candies, 
clothing and staples started 
arriving on Saturday the 18th. 
Longwood Academy, Provi- 
dence High, St. Mel’s, Trinity 
High, Loyola, the Junior 
League of Fond du Lac, Wis- 
consin, and many other 
groups shared with us their 
abundance. To all _ these 
friends, we extend a thank 


I believe that the age of schism is passing 
and that the time has come when the divine 
principle of the Church’s life will assert its at- 
tractive power, drawing all the living elements 
of Christian life and thought into organic 
unity... It may even be that the very strength 
of the forces that are gathering against the 


Church and against religion will make for 
unity by forcing Christians together, as it were, 
in spite of themselves; or it may be that the 
Church will react positively to the situation by 
a fresh outpouring of the apostolic spirit, as 
Blessed Grignon de Montfort prophesied two 
centuries ago. 


CHRISTOPHER DAWSON. 


Bans Jim Crow Buses... 

Regulations by bus lines 
and other public carriers re- 
quiring segregation of pas- 
sengers in interstate travel 
were invalidated by a decision 
handed down by the United 
States Court of Appeals. The 
decision held that the regula- 
tion of the Southern Bus Lines 
separating passengers accord- 
ing to race placed an undue 
burden upon interstate com- 
merce, : 





you, and a prayer that God 
will bless them for their shar- 
ing. With all the baskets, with 
all the food and clothing, we 
hoped and prayed there was 
true Christian love, for as St. 
Vincent de Paul pointed out 
to the young apostle, Jeanne 
“Because of your love, only 
your love, the poor will for- 
give you the bread you have 
given them.” 
Forty-Third Street 
It probably seems strange, 


+ 


but there is something I like 
about Christmas on Forty- 
Third Street. The snow melts 
fast, leaving the dirty streets 
slushy. A jukebox from the 
music near Indiana _ glares 
out King Kole’s “Christmas 
Song.” Poorly dressed chil- 
dren run through the crowds, 
while Christmas tree hawkers 
call out from a vacant lot 
where they have set up their 
wares. 

I know just a little of the 
frustrations, the trials, the 
crucifixions, the escapes in 
the lives of the surging crowd, 
and I don’t think about them. 
I don’t even see the dirtiness 
of the streets nor the murki- 
ness of the many taverns, for 
somehow I know too that 
often in that crowd there is 
a shining faith, which is deep 
and poignant. One finds it in 
the mother, who, with no 
other means at hand, knows 
God will provide for her chil- 
dren on Xmas or in the man 
who rejoices that his son is 
born and his wife lives, 
though there is not even a two 
room basement apartment for 
sure. 

There are many human ills 
on Forty Third Street. Evils 
are. there, but near them, 
there is often a faith, an en- 
durance, a real sanctity built 
on the acceptance of a pitiable 
lot. Place that against the 
tinsel of materially perfect 
life, without a deep live faith, 
and one can get a glimpse of 
understanding of why God 
loves so much the poor, who 
sometimes naturally speaking 
are so hard to love. 

Yes, we were tired when 
Xmas rolled around. But it 
was a peaceful tiredness that 
comes with the knowledge 
that others are having a 
bountiful holy day they would 
not have had without the 
goodness of God and all the 
oe who go to make up 

riendship House. 


Mother’s Club 


I sometimes wonder what 
we would do without our 
Mother’s Club, who meet 
twice a month throughout 
the year, and who feel it their 
special duty to provide fi- 
nancially for us. The turkey 
dinner which they gave dur- 
ing the holidays provided the 





rent money. And their spirit 
of willingness is one of our 
deepest sources of encourage- 
ment. It gives lie to all the 
stereotypes about our com- 
munity that we try to conquer 
day by day. 


Retreat 


Ordinarily, we have our 
five-day retreat in September. 
This year, that couldn’t be 
arranged. In a sense, we were 
especially blessed for we were 
able to start 1950 with a re- 
treat. Fr. Dan Cantwell, our 
moderator, was our retreat- 
master. God is indeed good. 
He has been good too, in 
bringing those needed funds 
to keep F.H. going. Our check 
book still hovers near the 
border line, but our bills are 
somehow being paid. When- 
ever we're just about down 
and out, a gift arrives, or we 
get a letter to see things 
through. 

Convention 


We're now looking forward 
to our convention, which is to 
be held the 25, 26 and 27 of 
January. Father Dugan of 
New York, Father Joyce of 
Washington ,and Catherine de 
Hueck Doherty will*speak on 
successive evenings of the 
three days. These meetings 
will be open to all. Delegates 
will be here from the five 
Friendship Houses. We ask 
your prayers that the days 
will be fruitful, giving us 
light in planning for the 
future. : 
————— ae 
Rules Against Segregation , .. 

State Commissioner of Edu- 
cation Francis T. Spaulding 
ruled that irregularly drawn 
district lines must be “re- 
studied and realigned” to 
prevent segregation of Negro 
pupils in the Prospect School 
of Hempstead, Long Island. 


— ey 


“Black Christ”... 

The Black Christ is so 
named from a statue carved 
of dark wood. According to 
legend, the Black Christ was 
rescued by citizens of Porto- 
belo, Panama, after sailors 
had thrown it from a ship in 
order to subdue stormy seas. 
Shortly afterwards, a cholera 
epidemie struck the country 
— but Portobelo was spared 
from the dread disease. 

The people attributed their 
escape to God’s intervention 
through the statue. In grati- 
tude they carried the statue 
in solemn procession through 
the city. 

Today thousands of visitors 
come to witness a renewal of 
the Fiesta of the Black Christ 
every Oct. 21. After services, 
the image of the Black Christ 
is carried on the shoulders of 
80 men who simultaneously 
perform a_ shuffling dance, 
accompanied by violins. Thou- 
sands, carrying lighted can- 
dles, follow in a procession 
that continues until midnight, 

Then the statue is replaced 
in the church until the next 
fiesta. ; 











FAILURE OF CONGRESS 


Some of these measures 
have not yet come up for 
vote: 

FEPC 


Was introduced in the 
Senate on April 28, by Sen- 
ator J. Howard McGrath (D., 
R.1.). It was reported to the 
Senate on September 23 by 
the Labor & Public Welfare 
Committee “without recom- 
mendation.” FEPC is on the 
Senate calendar and can be 
called up to the floor for 
debate and passage. 

A companion bill, was in- 
troduced in the House by Con- 
gressman A. Clayton Powell, 
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on April 28, 1949 provides for N.Y.) cited as the “District of 
(1) establishment of a com- Columbia Anti - Segregation 
mission on civil rights in the Act” repeals all District laws 
executive branch of the gov- which may be construed as 
ernment, (2) appointment of authorizing segregation in 
an assistant attorney general public schools, and conditions 








in charge of a civil rights 
division in the Dept. of Jus- 
tice, (3) creation of a joint 
congressional Committee on 
Civil Rrights, (4) strengthen- 
ing of present civil rights 
statutes relating ‘to violence 
and voting, (5) prohibiting 
segregation in interstate 


travel. Hearings on bill have 
been held by Senate Judiciary 
subcommittee but no action 
taken. Chairman of subcom- 





Converge on 


January 16—A Mass Meeting. 

January 15, 17—Conferences with repre- 
sentatives to urge the reestablishment of FEPC 
as a permanent federal agency to oulaw job 


discrimination. 


Sponsored by the National Association of 


Colored People. 


ATTEND IF YOU CAN 
WRITE TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN 
SEND A DELEGATE 


Jr. (D., N.Y.). Reported fa- 
vorably by House Education 
& Labor Committee Septem- 
ber 2.* Ready for action by 
House upon adoption. House 
Resolution filed by Congress- 
man John Lesinski (D., 
Mich.), chairman House’ Edu- 
cation and Labor Committee, 
authorizing the House to take 
up bill since the Rules Com- 
mittee has failed to act in 21 
calendar days. 


ANTI-POLL TAX 


: A bill to prohibit payment 
of a poll tax as a prerequisite 
to voting in Federal elections, 
passed the House on July 
26. It was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Rules & 
Administration where it is 
bottled-up in a subcommittee 
of the following senators; 
John C. Stennis (D., Miss.), 
Chairman; Kenneth S. Wherry 
(R., Neb.), Garrett L. Withers 
(D., Ky.). 


ANTI-LYNCHING 


Introduced by Senators 
Hubert Humphrey (D., Minn.), 
Wayne Morse (R., Oreg.) and 
Robert F. Wagner (D., N.Y.) 
provides heavy prison terms 
and fines for lynch mobsters. 
It further authorizes civil 
suits by lynch victims against 
local communities which per- 
mit such lynching to occur. 
Referred to Senate Judiciary 
Committee where it is bottled- 
up in a subcommittee headed 
by Sen. James O. Eastland 


(D., Miss.). 
An identical bill, introduced 
by Congresswoman Helen 


Gahagan Douglas (D., Calif.). 
Congressman Clifford P. Case 
(R., N.J.) introduced a similar 
bill. A House Judiciary sub- 
committee headed by Rep. 
William T. Byrnes (D., N.Y:), 
has not completed hearings on 
these measures. 


OMNIBUS CIVIL RIGHTS 
BILL 


Introduced by Senator J. | 
Howard McGrath (D., R.I.) 


ACTION 


! olution 













Washington 






mittee is James O. Eastland 
(D., Miss.). 

An identical bill introduced | 
in the House by Congressman 
Emanuel Celler (D., N.Y.) on 
May. 16. Hearings not com- 
pleted by Judiciary subcom- 
mittee headed by William T. | 
Byrnes (D., N.Y.). 

ANTI - FILIBUSTER 
RESOLUTION 


Introduced by Senator 
Wayne Morse (R., Oreg.), | 
provides for applying cloture 
whenever a majority of those 
voting, vote in the affirma- 
tive. Despite the adoption of 
Senate Resolution 15 on March 
17, setting up the “64 rule,” 
the Morse resolution can still 
be acted on- by the Senate 
Committee on Rules and Ad- 
ministration. 

ANTI-JIM CROW TRAVEL 

A bill to prohibit segrega- 
tion on trains, busses, dining 
cars, railroad and bus sta- 
tions, of passengers in inter- 
state commerce because of 
their race or color, was in- 


'troduced by Senator Warren 


G. Magnuson (D., Wash.). The 
bill has been referred to the 
Senate Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee. 

An identical bill was in- 
troduced by Congressman A. 
Clayton Powell, Jr. (D., N.Y.) 
and referred to the House 
Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

DENIAL OF VOTING 

Introduced by Congressman 
Harry J. Davenport (D., Pa.) 
provides for the appointment 
of a committee to conduct a 
study of the extent to which 
the rights of citizens of the 
United States to vote is denied 
or abridged by any State on 
account of race or color pur- 
suant to Section 2, Article 14 
of the U.S. Constitution. Res- 
referred to House 
Committee on Rules. No hear- 
ings have been held. 

EQUAL RIGHTS IN D.C. 

Introduced by Representa- 
tive Arthur G. Klein (D., 


| rebels 


with deference, 
their bow and requested of | 


all licenses for places of enter- 
tainment and public accom- 
modation upon the observance 
by such operators of policies 
and practices of racial non- 
segregation. Bill referred to 
the House Committee on the 
District of Columbia. No hear- 
ings held. 


Martyr 
In China 


(Continued from page 1) 


not the strength to take to 
their heels. 

There was commotion in 
the little village when the 
news was heard. Who was 
there who did not feel sorry 
for the old fellows ‘and did 
not ask himself what was to 
be done? Some _ suggested 
getting the local mandarin, 
Is’ao. No, there was no time. 
The best thing right now was 
to choose some spokesman 
from among themselves to go 
plead with the tongsmen, 


[HE DELEGATION having 

been appointed, it went, 
followed by a number of 
townspeople, to where the 
held the 
Approaching the Boxer leader 
they made 


the honorable lord a boon, to 
wit, that the much-to-be 
respected ancients, known and 


| well-loved by all the humble 


petitioners” here _ present, 
might be restored to their 
liberty and former dignity. 
Happily they discovered that 
the “honorable lord” was not 
unwilling to listen to reason. 
The honorable ancients had 
but to fall away from their 
religion and they were free. 

Oh, was that all! The peti- 
tioners turned to Paul and 


prisoners, | 


ead 
a 
—_—_ 


\ 


iM 
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But aloud he said simply: | turers that the situation call- 
“We are Christians.” John ed for sterner measures. The 
Nie repeated his brother’s | proper instruments were not 
answer. Was his voice falter- on hand; they have to get on 
ing or overconfident? | with what they had, It was 


1 pe A flat refusal was not Crude, but... 


pleasing to those of the| A knife deftly nicked off a 
“Harmonious Fists.” After a|morsel of the older brother’s 
week of search, they were not ear. Our sources do not record 
to be put off so easily. They | whether he cried out or not: 
decided on resorting to that all we know is that he said 
type of persuasion which in |not a word to deliver himself. 
America is called “the Third | But with John it was other- 
Degree.” They would proceed | wise. His eyes widened out 
mildly at first, and then—but | of their normal almond shape; 


that remained to be seen. 


|his face turned the color of 


é 
ee ee 


. 
PRT a 


oh E 


Bet 


Se Tite. = ERS 


Ait IRD ot ONCE Oe Petes 





\John. Such easy terms; were 
‘not these men generous? Say 
‘you are no longer Christians 
|and you are free.” 

Perhaps Paul sighed and 
shook his head sadly. It was 
as simple as that, was it? How 
| little these people understood! | 


| 

It was not for nothing that | bleached wood, with a glisten- 

Paul was called “the True ing finish of profuse sweat; he } 

Heart.” By his fortitude he | trembled like the aspen leaf. a 

edified and upheld his younger |!t was the beginning of the 
[brother. At first neither of |¢"d. When the blade had 

idrawn its blood, he went 

‘down whimpering before his 

|tormentors and uttered ‘ 

With 


the two yielded an inch. 
It was obvious to the tor- 





the 


required formula. the 





m 
>” 


ep 
Ory 


‘words “I fall away” he sold % 
his birthright. 
HAT A GAZE of mingled i 
| reproach, pity, condem- 
ination, and sorrow, Paul Nie 


|must have cast upon his apos- 3 

tate brother! He gave vent : 
to his feelings in silent tears. 
It was the unuttered renewal 
lof the lamentation of the 
prophet David over the loss 
of a traitor who was the blood 
of his blood, “Would I had 
died instead of thee, Oh Ab- a 
|salom, my son!” 


ee 


o ON SNe 


The delegation of villagers, | 
'the rebel clique, all played ; 
/upon Paul’s defection; the one “e 


| beseeching him in the name 
of “common sense,” the other 
|threatening such _ prolonged 
| agonies that he would beg for * Fi 
| death, 

Finally, a friendly towns- 
men came forth beaming. >| 
What an excellent idea he ' 
had! Why hadn’t anyone 
thought of it. “Remain a 


(Continued on page 7) 
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CHICAGO 


On Peoria Street 


‘Continued from page 1) was dead wrong, but rumors 
four following nights. During were flying thick and fast. 
that time I saw a lot of unrest,| That’s not all that was fly- 


and talked with a lot of ,'"8-. A re of — we 
gpl. Above evervill pulling out bricks which bor- 
-lsapgia verything ‘dered lawns and flower gar- 


else, one incident stands out in| dens in nearby yards. They 

my mind. 
er chunks, and passed them 

. HAPPENED on the third out to the rest of the crowd. 


+ 


has been recorded a covenant 
raciaily restricting the use or 
“occupancy of the property. 


| “The new rules will not | 


affect mortgage insurance 


‘already in force and _ will | 
broke up the bricks into small- | 


apply only to_ properties 
, where the covenant in ques- 
tion and the insured mortgage 
are recorded after the date to 


night. A crowd of maybe Then, with a thin line of po- 
100 or 200 people were swarm- lice watching, they threw the be specified.” 


‘ bricks at the house. Ever : As ae 
ing around the house. I knew time a window broke a caer | Franklin D. Richards, head 


by then that on the first night would go up. It was fine sport of the FHA, in explaining to 
there had been a union meet- for 2 o'clock in the morning. | newsmen that the new anti- 
ing attended by Negroes and| My cousin's usually a big | bias housing rules are not 
Whites at the house. But by talker. That night, after it designed to prevent jim crow, 
now many in the crowd felt | “4S all over, he was very set u§ all back on our heels. 


wre ; - i (quiet. “Something’s wrong,” | tHe said the government will 
sure that Negroes were living 'was all he said. “Something’s ,, 8 ; 
there, and that Communists wrong.” or ia Getic Ge 


were responsible. The crowd —Reprinted from WORK. 
Pp oT een tenants he shall have or to 


As the Jim Crow Flies whom he shall sell his 


property.” 
What the FHA has done, in 
_. HOUSING picture is of city governement will be effect, is define the result of 
somewhat brighter in used to stamp out any attempt ‘the 1948 Supreme Court deci- 
Chicago this month, (1) A to mar this relationship (of | sion that restrictive covenants 
on lial people of all races and reli- : 
new non-discriminatory hous- gions living in harmony) ... | cannot be enforced in courts. | 
ing project, Dearborn Homes, | «police have definite orders | ae myo 
has opened up on the South ‘to disperse any crowd gather- 
Side at 27th and State Streets. ing for the purpose of haras- 


(2) Mayor Martin H. Ken- sing citizens or to do anything 
waite enlarged on a recent which would disturb order in 


._, the community. 
statement on the near-riot. 


. Peori “All government agencies | 
situations at 56th and Peoria, jaye been sent a copy of this Christian in your heart,” he | 


Martyr 
In China 
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ON THE POOR 


Ay, to the poor. God sends 


carnal hope; they are a disap- 


and 74th and South Parkway, communication and directed whispered. into the sufferer’s US to them first, and what is pointed people — disappointed 


both with housing implica- to act accordingly. The police | 
Chicago department particularly has 
been alerted.” 


ear. “Only say you are not 


tions, And, (9) and we shall save you.” 


reacted with the nation to : , a 
the announcement of new Mayor Kennelly declared} “No, I shall never say that. 
; om that his second statement was | “ , hock 
Federal Housing Administra- prompted by a heated ox. | co barat i a * 
tion policy by United States change in the Council Cham- | #5'0™S a eee 
Solicitor General Philip B. bers on November 29. The |SOlution and the fellow was 
row began when a resolution |rejecting it! “But that means 
was introduced by Ald. Alban | your death!” he argued. 
N THURSDAY, DBCEM. Weber, charge tical and| “+r am @ Christan in lt 
BER 1, ring ceremo- , *. ob eats ile ag 
nin ok ten sealants - mayor , the recent disturbance at 56th iI am a Christian in death. 
of Chicago presented the keys | and Peoria, and calling for a| The Boxers were weary of | 
to their apartments to the first full report from the Commis- | talk, There was only one thing 


ten families to move into Diet ae gg penny left—to wring it out of him! 
Dearborn Homes. Represent- Reet eo & ’|And this time they spared 
atives of the city, state, and|Merriam, Duffy, and Lan-| ’ 
federal governments, and caster joined in the fray, and | nothing. 
large numbers of citizens 
braved the snow and sleet to , "©: ae 
witness the outdoor ceremony} Finally Ald. William Lan- 
during which the mayor Caster reported that be had 
lauded public officials who just spoken to Thomas 
had cooperated in making the Wright, director of the 
project possible. Mayor’s Commission on Hu- | 
Praise was also heaped on ™@” Relations, who had in- 
the S. H. Nielson Company formed him that the commis- 
for their work in expediting S10? was making as investiga- 
the construction so that the “40” of the affair and a full 
project will be ready a month report would be returned 
before scheduled. It is ex-| Whether the council requested 
pected that by June or July !* OF not. 
2.400 persons will be housed) Afterethat, Alderman Weber 
in 800 flats in 16 tan-brick withdrew his resolution. 
apartment buildings. 


” 


Perlman. 








ING Administration is | 


'PHE STATEMENT by the 
mayor which followed up amending its rules so as to} 
and amplified his former pro- | refuse to aid the financing of 
nouncement on recent disor- any properties, the occupancy 
ders in Chicago was hearten-|or use of which is restricted 
ing to groups seeking to end on the basis of race or creed 
violence in cases where Ne- or color.” With this statement 
groes have moved into former- | Solicitor General Philip B. 
ly lily-white areas. |Perlman dropped a bombshell 
The mayor said: “All citi- ©n a luncheon meeting of the 
zens of Chicago are entitled New York State Committee 
to the same rights... rights 02 Discrimination, Friday, 
guaranteed by the Constitu-| December 2. 
tion of the United States,|; However, he went further, 
which should need no reitera- and things cooled off some. | 
tion by me.” And further on, | “Under the amendments and 
“I wish to assure the citizens before the FHA _ insurance 


of Chicago that the full force | mortgage is recorded, there 


66°F. HE FEDERAL -HOUS- | » 





charges and counter-charges | ak Sn nipentokeinaiadeiaeaaiianiae 





our message? Poverty. They 
were expecting something 
different. They were hoping 
for the end of distress, and 
God takes Poverty by the 
hand and says: “Here is 
our Queen recognize her, 
swear to honour her and be 
faithful.” What a blow, my 
children! Remember that’s 
been more or less the story of 
the Jewish people and their 
kingdom on earth. The poor 
are also a wandering people, 
searching through every na- 
tion for the realization of their 





to the marrow. 
o« 7 * 


AND YET, that’s how 
things are, no getting away 
from it. Oh, a coward might 
skirt around the difficulty. 
The poor are an easy audience 
to gull, when you know how 
to go about it. Go and talk 
cures to an incuraple, he’li be 
only too anxious to believe 
you. Nothing easier, come to 
think of it, than to make them 
feel poverty as a shameful ill- 
ness, unworthy of a civilized 
country, that we're going to 
get rid of the filthy thing in 
no time. .But which of us 
would dare to speak thus of 
the poverty of Jesus Christ? 

ok o« a 


THERE ARE ALWAYS 
saints. And by saints I mean 
| those who have been given 
more than others. Rich Men! 
I've always had a secret kind 
of a notion that if we could 
take a god’s-eye view of hu- 
man societies, we’d have a key 
to a good many things we 
can’t understand. After all, 
God made man in His image: 
when man tried to build a so- 
cial order to suit himself he’s 
bound to make a clumsy copy 
of the other—the true society 

. Our division into rich and 
poor must be based on some 
great law of the universe. In 
| the eyes of the church the rich 
man is there to shield the 
poor, like his elder brother. 
Well, of course, he often does 
it without even wanting to, by 
the sheer action of economic 
force, as they say. A million- 
aire goes smash and thous- 
ands are chucked out into the 
streets. So you can just 
imagine what happens in the 
invisible world when one of 
those rich men I’ve just been 
talking about, a steward of 


(Continued on page 8) 
















Barthe 


Lima Parochial School and 


GREAT NEGROE 


RICHMOND BARTHE, at with Christ looking at 


Famous Catholic Sculptor 


ORN IN BAY Saint Louis, Mississippi, in 1901, Richmond | September, 
is of French, Spanish, 
ancestry. He received his early education at St. Rose of 





get into the character. When 
Mr. Barthe said “Come on, 


she answered, 


me?” So he covered the statue 
and, as Ebony’s article in 
1946, said, “she 
gave out with her hussiest 
look.” Gypsy Rose Lee may 


Indian, and African 


graduated from Valena Jones 


High School in Bay Saint Louis. He attracted the attention | .- per head looks very prim 


of Rev. Harry F. Kane, S.J. when he sent a painting of Christ 
to the yearly May Festival in the parish. In 1924 Fr. Kane}... ‘hair. When groups from | 
gave him carfare and tuition to the Art Institute of Chicago | Friendship House visited his| 
to study painting for one year. After that he worked in a! 4 gi, 


restaurant from 4:30 A.M. to 


till 9:30 P.M. After that came his homework and sleep. In 


1928 he graduated from the Art Institute. 
+ 


His ability as a sculptor be- 
came known when two heads 
by him were exhibited at the 
Chicago Women’s Club during 
Negro in Art Week. A Chi- 
eago lawyer, Frank Brecken- 
ridge, financed a one-man 
show for him. His Chicago 

atron sent him to New York 
to study sculpture. He saw 
three famous sculptors and 
they saw his work. Then they 
told him that he knew his 
anatomy and was well able 
to go ahead on his own. In 
1928 he received the Eames 
McVeigh prize. He received 
the Rosenwald Fellowship in 


1930 and 1931 and a Gug- 
genheim fellowship in 1940 
and 1941. In 1934 he received 
an honorary degree from 
Zavier University in New 
Orleans. The Hoey Award 
for work for interracial jus- 
tice was given him several 


years ago. He has had at least 
eight one-man shows. He is 
the only Negro in the Na- 
tional Sculpture Society. 
IS FIRST COMMISSION 
H was a statue of Toussaint 
Ouverture for the Lake 
County Children’s Home in 
Gary, Indiana. He has done 
over three hundred busts and 
statues in bronze, marble, 
stone, wood, and terra cotta 
which are now in many places 
— Africa, Austria, Canada, 
Germany, Haiti, India, Eng- 
land, and the United States. 
Mr. Barthe did the bust of 
Booker T. Washington for the 
New York Hall of Fame. He 
gave a searching impression 
to the eyes to bring out the 
character of the man as that 
is more important to him 
than a mere physical likeness. 


His works are in the follow-_ 


ing museums: Metropolitan, 
Whitney, Hackley, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts, Oberlin College, 
University of Wisconsin, At- 
lanta University and others. 
He did the bas relief from 
“Green Pastures” for the 
Harlem River House. the 
Brisbane memorial on Fifth 
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in spite of the vine leaves in 


we saw his head, 
school time, then after school | « angry Christ.” which is now 
in Atlanta University. It rep-| 
resents our Lord’s face as He 
was chasing the money len-| 
Avenue beside Central Park,| ders out of the temple. It is'| 
an 80-foot frieze for the|g terrible ordeal to stand | 
Kingsboro Housing Project in| before it but Our Lady said at | 
Brooklyn, the eagle for the Fatima that God is angry with | 
doorway of the Social Secu- | people. It might do us good 
rity Building in Washington, |to realize that fact so we| 
D. C., and busts of Booker T. | might mend our ways. 
Washington and Paul Law- | HE GOLD MEDAL of | 
rence Dunbar for the Arm-| Honor Award from the} 
strong High School in Rich-| Audubon Artists was given | 
mond, Virginia. His memorial | Barthe for his life-sized figure, | 
to Monsignor White is in|“Mary,” showing the Blessed 
Newark, N. J. His James) Mother with child. It is be-| 
Weldon Johnson Memorial is |]jeved he is the first artist to | 
in Central Park, N. Y. Many |depict her during pregnancy. 
theatrical celebrities have sat|Mr. Barthe sent a picture of | 
for him. Among these are this lovely, prayerful work as | 
John Gielgud, Maurice Evans, his Christmas card last year. | 
Katharine Cornell. The Giel-| His work is the reflection of | 
gud statue is in the New |his deeply Christian character. | 
Theater, London. He understands the spirit of | 
7° US AT FRIENDSHIP | poverty. His friends say, | 

House Mr. Barthe has “Barthe is the happiest person | 
been very kind. His latest | we know and he never has 
generosity was an original any money.” When we asked 
head of Christ preaching the him how his name got on a 
Sermon on the Mount, given | list which included some over- | 
in memory of his mother who | pink friends of Greece he said, | 
died last year. He came to |“Someone showed me pictures | 
visit us one evening and he of starving children and I 
is a most inspiring conversa- gave them some money. I 
tionalist. His whole life is didn’t bother asking any ques- | 
centered in Christ. He was tions.” We felt small enough 
working on the six-foot statue to walk under a rug at ques-| 
of Christ which he has since |tioning this big man who! 
given to Fr. Purcell’s City of walks so clearly after Christ. | 
St. Jude in Alabama, rejecting |He has a Christian attitude 
an offer of $2,000 for it as he | to work. Sometimes he works 
refused to sell it. It is a/for twenty-four hours at a/| 
most powerful and attractive |stretch when the inspiration | 
figure, obviously Jewish, step- | holds out. He plays Bach and 
ping forword with hands | Beethoven from his fine rec- | 
slightly outstretched. Mr.!ord collection for inspiration. | 
Barthe said when he was un-|He doesn’t despise menial | 
decided what to do on it he | work. -During the depression | 
would step into the next /he got a job which would give | 











room, sit down, fold his hands, |him money and time to keep |spirited people are far too 
on with his sculpture. Later |complex for us; they’re God’s 
business, not ours; but in the 
His grocer’s worked said, “We certainly |meantime we should shelter 
miss you. If you could drive |mediocrity, take it under our 
take him up to the studio and | you would have been the best | wing. Poor devils, they need 
porter we ever had.” He al-|some keeping warm! “If you 
ways kept in touch with Fr. |really sought Our Lord you’d 
Kane who helped him get his | end by finding Him,” I used to 


say a prayer, and sit silently 
until it came to him what he 
should do next. 
little boy begged his father to 


the woman for whom he | 


then stood shyly begging his 
father, “Ask him, ask him.” 
When the sculptor asked him 
what he would like, the little 
fellow burst out, “Please, may 
I see God?” 


start. Richmond Barthe is an | 
integral Christian who ex- 
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Muriel, make with the Car-| 
“How | 


have had the same difficulty | 


were crazy about Him. They 
When Muriel |presses-Christ in his life and|were always asking Him to 


On the Poor 


(Continued from page 7) 
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say...But the trouble was 
that his “poor” were chaps of 


|his own sort. They weren’t 
|really the poor at all, they 


divine grace, turns tail! The | were rebels, masters! I said to 


solvency of the mediocre is | 


the. sol- Jesus were really waiting for 


nothing. Whereas 
vency of a saint! What a scan- 
dal if he should happen to fail! | 
You’ve got to be crazy to re-| 
fuse to see that the sole justi- | 
fication of inequality in the} 
supernatural order is its risk. | 
Our risk! Both yours and 
mine....Now remember what 


‘I am going to say to you: per- 


haps all the harm really came 
from his loathing of mediocre 
people: He rarely denied it, 


/because I say again, he was a 


just man. Mediocrities are a 


| overwhelming 


‘ably 
'vinced of his impotence and 


him one day; “And suppose 


you in the guise of one of the 
worthy people you despise so?” 
Because apart from sin, He 
takes on Himself and sanctifies 
all our wretchedness. A cow- 
ard may be only some poor 
creature crushed down by 
social forces 
like a rat caught under a 
beam; a miser may be miser- 
anxious, deeply con- 


racked with fear of not “mak- 
ing good.” Some people who 


trap set by the devil. Mean-'seem brutally heart-less may 





Smith came up to pose for/work. He answers the descrip- | dinner,” 


Carmen Jones she couldn’t/tion he gave of Christ, “People 
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- Bill me 


By Mabel C. Knight 
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suffer from a kind of “pover- 
ty-phobia” one often meets it 
—a terror as difficult to ex- 
plain as the nervous fear of 
mice or spiders. “Do you ever 
look for Christ among people 
of that kind?” I anak him. 


‘And if you don’t, then what 


are you grousing about? 
You’ve missed Christ, your- 
self.” 


From Diary of a Country Priest 


By Georges Bernanos 


Published by MacMillan 1948 
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